218                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      HELEN FARQTJHAR.

recognize Briot's handiwork. May I, however, express
a hope that others more competent than myself to deal
technically with the subject may employ some leisure
moments in comparing the varieties of workmanship of
York and Oxford ? The busts perhaps afford the most
accurate opportunity of tracing the sequence of the
coins, but I have already too long trespassed on my
readers' patience to detail the probabilities which occur
to me especially with regard to the Oxford portraiture,
and I purpose accordingly to follow a shorter and more
suggestive route, using the equestrian figure of the King
solely as my basis.

We need not be long tempted aside to discuss the
York pieces, because Briot has always been virtually
held responsible for the whole coinage of that city,
but the date of its commencement demands strict
scrutiny.117

Unfortunately the early history of the York mint is
hidden in the obscurity of tradition; Folkes,118 Ruding,
and other writers, following in their footsteps, carry back
its foundation to the year 1629 when Strafford became
Governor of the North, and mention a probable coinage
in 1633 when the King was on his progress to Scotland
for his coronation, I have met with no success in
searching for any record of this event amongst the
State Papers, and by the kindness of Mr. Baldwin,

117                              I am not suggesting that Briot engraved an the York coins
himself any more than he did the Scottish, which were copied
admirably by Falconer and mauled by Dickeson, but the York
coinage, like the Scottish, is the product of Bribt's roller-mills, and
just as Briot delivered his patterns to be copied at the Tower, even for
pieces not struck according to his process, so his dies must often have
been copied at York.

118                               Folkes' English Silver Gains, p. 79; Buding, vol. ii. p. 365.